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Sir: 

Applicant is in receipt of the Office Action mailed 
February 18, 2004, in the nature of a restriction requirement 
between what is deemed by the PTO to be two (2) patentably 
distinct inventions . 

As applicant must make an election even though the 
requirement is traversed, applicant hereby respectfully and 
provisionally elects Group II, presently claims 38-55, with 
traverse and without prejudice. 

Applicant traverses on the basis of the second 
paragraph of MPEP 8 03 which requires the search and 
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examination and an entire application, even though the 
restriction requirement is correct, if such a search and 
examination would not impose a ''serious burden" . Applicant 
believes that the claimed (presently non-elected) method 
involves use of the elected system/apparatus, i.e. the two are 
closely related to one another, whereby examination of the 
apparatus would require full consideration of the method. 
Accordingly, even though the method and apparatus appear to be 
separately classified according to the Office Action, they are 
so closely intertwined that no serious burden would result in 
a consideration of a method along with the apparatus. 

Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests 
withdrawal of the requirement and examination of the method 
claims along with the elected Group II claims. 

Applicant respectfully awaits the results of a first 
examination on the merits. 



Respectfully submitted, 

BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C. 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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